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Mr. Van Buren rose, in pursuance of notice given on Wednesda ask leave to introduce a joint resolution, proposing an amendment to t tutiou of the United States, on the subject of the power of Congresj roads and canals. He said he was as much opposed as any man tc alterations of the form of government under which we live, but he we no apology for bringing this matter before the Senate, in so imposii as that of an amendment to the Constitution. He would now do so, I was entirely convinced that no one could dispassionately consider tl state of the question, to which his resolution relates, without feeliu peiious necessity of some Constitutional provision on the subject, not his intention, at this time, to enter into the discussion of the n: would only submit one or two general remarks in relation to it. C portance of the question, it was not necessary to speak. Suffice it to in its scope, it embraces the funds of the nation to an unlimited es in its result must affect, as far as the agency of the Federal Govern concerned, the future internal improvement of a great and flourishing Is the power to make roads and canals, within the States, now vest Federal Government? Individuals, said Mr. V. B., may give thei sions, with their reasons for the various ingenious constructions upon the different parts of the Constitution, to make out that this pow< but all candid men will admit that there are few questions more " Whilst, in some States, the power is universally conceded, and its loudly required, in others, its existence is as generally denied, an ercise as ardently resisted. Is there cause to believe that, as the Coi now stands, a construction will obtain, which will be so far acqu as to be regarded and enforced as one of the established powers of th< Government? He thought there was not. For about twenty years, ject had been one of constant and earnest discussion. Efforts have a times been made in Congress to exercise the power in question. T met sometimes with more, and sometimes with less, favor. Bills, c< the assertion, and directing the exercise of this power, have passed Houses, and been returned, with objections, by two successive Presicl failed for want of the Constitutional majority. The last Congress Executive were arrayed against each other, upon the question, and £ a recent vote of the other House may be regarded as evidence of th< opinion of Congress, there is every reason to believe that such is now
The Government has now been in operation rising of thirty years though the subject has always been a matter of interest, no law cle bracing the power has ever yet been passed.    There is, therefore, 1 reason to hope that, without some Constitutional provision,  the ques ever be settled.   If the General Government has not now the power, ft said that he for one thought that, under suitable restrictions, they have it.   As to what those restrictions ought to be, there might, and would, be diversity of opinion.   But, as to the abstract proposition, much of the funds of the nation as could be raised, without

